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Presbytery of San Jose: Notice of Stated Meeting 
November 23, 2024 at 9:00 am  

Hybrid Meeting: Zoom and 
Northminister Presbyterian Church, 315 E Alvin Dr, Salinas 

Registration link https://sanjosepby.org/ 
 
Note: All presenters attend in person, commissioners on Zoom or in person 
 
9:00  Welcome       Moderator, 

        Rev. Andy Rausch        
9:05 Opening Prayer       
 Land Acknowledgement 
 
 Reflection 

 
9:30 Transition to agenda      
  
 Stated Clerk                       Rev. Erica Rader 
 

Change in the Docket; Quorum call (8 ministers/8 elders/6 churches); 
Corresponding Members; First time attendees; Visitors   

 
Approval of Agenda and Consent Agenda (All new business must be referred) 
  
Consent Agenda:     

1. Motion to approve the September 28, 2024 minutes of the Stated Meeting 
of the Presbytery of San Jose. (pp.4-29) 

2. Motion to approve Agenda 
 
Reports and Announcements Received in Docket 

Draft Minutes from September 28, 2024 Stated Meeting of Presbytery pp. 4-29 
Report from Coordinating Council pp.30-31 
Report from Executive Presbyter pp.32-33 
Nominating Committee pp.34-36 
Reports from Committee on Ministry pp.37-57 
Stated Clerk Report pp.58-64     

 
9:35 Coordinating Council (pp.30-31)   Elder Carlo Panighetti 
 

1) Motion from Coordinating Council to elect to Nominating Committee: 
 
Emily Meacham class of 2027 (RE, Stone)  
Evie Macway (TE, chair, previously elected class of 2025) 
 
(Note: Standing Rules call for Nominating Committee members to be nominated 
by the Coordinating Council) 

https://sanjosepby.org/
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2) Motion from Coordinating Council regarding Standing Rules for Called 

Meetings: 
 
Suspend Standing rules 2.10 & 2.16 regarding Presbytery meetings in 2025 
to allow a subcommittee of the Coordinating Council to give direction to 
plan the meetings. 

 
Background: The Coordinating Council recommends that we should try different 
times and formats for our Stated meetings and has recommended a  
subcommittee: Nan Swanson, Libby Boatwright, Bryan Franzen, Andy Rausch. 
Staffed by: Neal Presa, Erica Rader, Collette Lynner. See report from 
Coordinating Council for more information. 

 
  
9:45  Nominating Committee (pp.34-36)   Elder Lynn Viale 
  Motion to elect Nominating Committee slate  
  
9:55 Polity and Government Sub Committee  Rev. Erica Rader 
  
10:05 Zephyr Point Conference Center    Rev. Richard Young   
   Updates and greetings 
 
10:15 Break 
 
10:30 Video from Executive Presbyter Neal Presa 
 
10:40 Committee on Ministry (pp.37-57)   Elder Lizanne Reynolds 
 Commissioned Ruling Elder Policy (First read) 
  

Report on Terms of Call for Clergy serving churches  
(distributed at meeting and mailed to clerks and pastors)    

 
10:55 Church Health & Growth Work Group   Rev. Anne McAnelly 
 
11:00 Mission & Outreach Work Group: Peru Trip  
              
11:15 Stated Clerk Report (pp.58-64)    Rev. Erica Rader 
 
11:20 Announcement and prayers 
 
11:30 Adjournment and Closing Prayer   Rev. Andy Rausch 
 

All are welcome to stay for lunch! 
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Save the Date Information 
 
January 5, 2025 3:00 pm Installation of Rev. Diane Ford as Pastor of Trinity Santa  
Cruz 
 
January 22, 2025 Ruling Elders Boundaries Training with Rev. Bruce Reyes-Chow on 
Zoom 
 
Feb 3-4 2025 - Overnight retreat in Santa Cruz for clergy serving churches, worshiping 
communities, affiliated nonprofits 
 
Feb 8, 2025 Clerk of Session Training Workshop 
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Presbytery of San Jose: Notice of Stated Meeting 
Saturday September 28, 2024 at 9:00 am  

Hybrid Meeting: Zoom 
Presbytery Office/Cornerstone Church, 890 Meridian Way, San Jose  

 
Moderator Rev. Andy Rausch, Pastor of Northminster Presbyterian Church, Salinas, 
opened the meeting at 9:00 am by welcoming in-person and zoom participants. Stated 
Clerk Rev Erica Rader, Assoc. Pastor, Presbyterian Church of Los Gatos, gave a land 
acknowledgement. Moderator Rausch offered prayer and scripture. Matt 5:13-16 “Out of 
the Salt Shaker, into the World” 
 
Transition to Agenda, Stated Clerk Rev. Erica Rader 

• No change to Docket 
• Stated Clerk pronounced a quorum, both online and in person. 
• Welcome to first-time visitors:  

o Rev. Diane Ford, Trinity Pres, Santa Cruz 
o Michael Christie, Trinity Pres, Santa Cruz 
o Richard Marquez, El Estero Pres 
o Jonathan Dix, Sunnyvale Pres 
o Ansel Misfeldt, Sunnyvale 
o Rev. Kim Dorr-Tilley, Pastor First Pres Mt View 
o Arul Daniel, Sunnyvale Pres 
o Steve Raspe, PCLG 
o Brandon Carillo, First Pres. Palo Alto 

 
 
Attendance *Attending by Zoom  
 
Ruling Elder Members Present 
(Synod Commissioners, Past Moderators, Coordinating Council) 
Amboy, Elsa 
Hamm, Claudia 
Ludwig, Marcia* 
Martin, Denise 
Notor, Nannette 

Panighetti, Carlo,  
Reynolds, Lizanne 
Rosen, Carolyn 
Viale, Lynn* 
Zisch, Rosaleen 

Teaching Elders Present 
Arishvara, Vincent 
Barclay, Annanda 
Bennett, James 
Center, Julie (UCC) 
Dorr-Tilley, Kim 

Eschen-Pipes, Kathleen 
Ford, Diane 
Fullmer, Paul 
Hahn, Taejinn 
Lane, Bill 

Lee, Ting-Yin* 
Logan, Molly* 
Matusiewicz, Stella 
McAnelly, Anne 
Olson, Robby 
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Park, Joseph Kwang* 
Presa, Neal 
Rader, Erica 

Rausch, Andy 
Reyes-Chow, Bruce 
Ross, Neneth 

Troester, Deborah 
Watermulder, David 
Woodsmall, Dennis

 
Teaching Elders, Honorably Retired, Present 
Boatwright, Libby* 
Breeden, Edd 

Macway, Evie 
McCreath, David 

Tsai, Andrew 
Vilardo, Larry 

 
Teaching Elders, Not Present 
Althaus, Ryan 
Bales, Jennifer 
Barraca, Jason 
Cabaness, Jack 
Choi, Don 
Crocker, Douglas 
Drescher, Kent 
Esaki, Ted 
Evans, Samantha 
Franzen, Bryan 
Hansen, Chris 
Hanson, Duncan 
Harris, Tom 
Hejmanowski, Karin 
Hoffman, Daniel J 

Kim, Han Ho 
Kim, Hardy 
Kim, Taelor 
Koeker, David 
Mosgofian 
Kuo, Ruth 
Lai, Hsien-Chang 
LeClaire, Sharon 
Lee, Fred 
Lee, Irene Pak 
Lee, Jaeguen 
McGinnis, Katheryn 
Minerva, George 
Peake, Mark 
Pearson, Marjorie 

Person, Brian 
Peterson-Iyer, Karen 
Potts, James 
Presa, Neal 
Rader, Erica 
Raines, Jim 
Sohn, Joseph 
Swanson, Erik 
Van Laar, Trevor 
Williams, Chris 
Wong, Andy 
Wong, Lindsey Woods 
Yoon, I Sil 

 
Teaching Elders, Honorably Retired, Not Present 
Allen, Stephanie Lutz 
Bender, Jim 
Bland, Byron  
Bracey, Dale 
Bristol, John 
Burke, John 
Dosker, Richard 
Doyal, George 
Gardner, Thomas 
Hansen, David 
Harrington, Nancy 
Harvey, Bill 
Hollingsworth, Mark 
Hseih, Stephen 

Joy, Judith 
Kim, David Kwang 
Kim, Insik 
Kim, Kyung Jae 
Kim, Young Han 
Knowles, Steve 
Kress, Karla  
Kwon, Young Bai 
Lee, Joey 
Lewis, Charles 
Longley, Jack 
Lyke, Brian 
Menser, Bruce 
Momrow, Ed 

Nelson, Jim 
Norman, Stephen 
Palmer, Marge 
Rowlinson, Bruce 
Schmidt, Lyle 
Smith, Kent 
Solis, Dick 
Spencer, Dick 
Swanson, Nan 
Takarabe, Hei 
Thorson, Martha 
Tyler, Lee 
Yeaney, Darrell 

 
Ruling Elder Commissioners Present 
Aptos, St. Andrew 3 
 Gallegas, Shari 
 Mihm, Eileen 
Gilroy 6 
 (none) 

Gonzales, Community 1 
 Bagwell, Darlene* 
Los Gatos 6 

Barry, Beth 
Hoekstra, Abby 

Heath, Peggy 
Raspe, Steve 
Smith, Angie 

Monterey, El Estero 1 
 Marquez, Richard 
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Monterey, First 6 
 Barrett, Jeff* 
Mountain View, First 2 
 Edmundson, Bruce 
 Perloff, Tom 
Palo Alto, Covenant 4 

Bernstein, Frank 
Carillo, Brandon 
Marshburn, Jane 
Wunder, Ellen 

Palo Alto, First 5 
Chin-Lee, Cynthia* 
Forbes, Ellen* 
Moran, John 

Salinas, Lincoln Avenue 1 
 (none) 
Salinas, Northminster 3 

Cuda, Jeff 
Gash, Jackie 

Salinas, St. Phillips 1 
 (none) 

San Jose, Cornerstone 1 
 Kim, Blaine Junghan  
San Jose, Foothill 4 

Rowser, Sharon 
San Jose, Santa Teresa Hills 3 

Warrick, Cathy 
Hines, Horace 

San Jose, Stone 6 
McCreath, Ruth 
Nelson, Steve* 

San Jose, Taiwanese 
American 2 
 (none) 
San Jose, Trinity 3  
 Parmentier, Tim 
San Jose, Westminster 3 
 Burgess, David* 
 Dewhitt, Pat 
 Salazar, Claudia 
San Martin 1 
 (none) 

Santa Clara, First 3 
Fitch, Robert 

Santa Cruz, Bonny Doon 1 
 (none) 
Santa Cruz, Trinity 3 

Christie, Michael 
Saratoga, Westhope 1 
 (none) 
Sunnyvale 6 

Craine, Laura 
Dix, Jonathan 
Daniel, Arul 
Kunz, Marilyn* 
Misfeldt, Ansel 

Sunnyvale, Daesung 2 
 Lee, James 
 Min, Eric 
Watsonville, Westview 1 
 (none) 

 
Corresponding Members  
Rev. Laura Cheifetz, Presbytery of Middle Tennessee 
 
Visitors 
Presbytery Accountant, Diane Case 
Comunidad Latinoamericana: Mike Matusiewicz 
Cornerstone: Doug Kang, Shinoe Kang, Matthew Kim, Allee Kim 
Los Gatos: Martha Wills, Margie Bowles, Steve Fainer 
Trinity Pres Santa Cruz: Lorraine Vilardo, Dave Macway 
St Philips: Mr & Mrs. Ric Sabillo, Sonia Sabillo, Hanna Sabillo, Harvey Sabillo, Sahlee 
Sabillo, Naty dela Cuerta, Frank Ganal, Virgie Bose 
Sunnyvale: Abendas GG, Paul Wilcox 
Thai Presbyterian Fellowship: Kit Chatsinchai, Prasartpong Pansuay 
Westminster Pres, Olga Enciso-Smith 
Other: David Dionida, Leslie Dionida-Prasad, Josh Dionida, Cassius Dionida, Abe 
Dionida, Tom Dionida, Marilyn Dionida, Jack Cachola, Narcy Cachola, Evelyn Quilin, 
Rudy Quilin, Charity Sarmiento, Ramir Mich, Lilibeth Lumbraras, LeeJay Fontillas, 
Maxwell Fontillas, Josie Presa Lumreras, L. Iners,Tina Dionida, Crystle Gonzales, Leila 
Gonzales, Ronald Gonzales, Leo Dulce, Doris Dulce, Rachel Bundang, Tammie Kim 
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Consent Agenda: Approved 
1.Motion to approve the May 4, 2024 minutes of the Stated Meeting of the 
Presbytery of San Jose. (pp.5-33) 
3. Motion to approve Agenda 
4. From Financial Affairs: Approve 5 year renewal of $99,962 Synod Muzzy 

loan  for  Westminster 
5. From Financial Affairs: Approve 5 year lease between Westhope and 

Saratoga French Cultural Preschool 
 
Reports and Announcements Received in Docket 

Save the date: Event reminders APPENDIX A 
Report from Coordinating Council APPENDIX B 
Report from Executive Presbyter APPENDIX C 
Reports from Committee on Preparation for Ministry APPENDIX D  
Report from Financial Affairs Committee: 2025 Proposed Budget APPENDIX E 
Report from Financial Affairs Committee: 2023 Financial reports APPENDIX F 
Reports from Committee on Ministry APPENDIX G 
Presbyterian Women Announcement APPENDIX H 
GA Commissioner Rosaleen Zisch APPENDIX J 
 

 
Committee on Preparation for Ministry, Rev. Robby Olson 
Presented Inquirers Stephen Fainer and Abendas GG to the Presbytery as eligible for 
Candidacy for ordination to the ministry of Word and Sacrament. This is a two year 
process before one is elegible to be Certified Ready to receive a Call. The Presbytery 
examined both candidates. 
 
Actions:  

1. Presbytery Approved Inquirer Stephen Fainer, member of Presbyterian 
Church of Los Gatos as a Candidate for Ministry APPENDIX D 

2. Presbytery Approved Inquirer Abendas GG, member of Sunnyvale 
Presbyterian Church as a Candidate for Ministry APPENDIX D 

 
Rev. Olson invited the Presbytery to lay on hands and led prayer for blessings on the 
future of the new candidates. 
 
Nominating Committee, Rev. Evie Macway 
Presented Rev. Dr. Libby Boatwright (attending by zoom) as a nominee for 2025 
Moderator of Presbytery, as the previously elected Moderator cannot serve. No 
nominations were received from the floor. 
 
Action: Presbytery Elects Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Boatwright as 2025 Moderator of 
Presbytery. 
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Treasurer Updates, Rev. Edd Breeden 
• Reported on 2023 Finances APPENDIX F 

Early 2023-Ecclesiastical and Program budgets merged 
• Two presbytery projects funded by investments are nearly completed 
• Presbytery’s’ overall return on investments for stocks, bonds and Synod MCD’s 

yield close to 12% for 2023 
• The Presbytery of San Jose is 98.6% divested from Carbon 200 Rating.  
• 3 sources of income from stocks and bonds: Interest and dividends, capital gains 

at end of the year, and appreciation of stock value.  
 
 
Financial Affairs, Elder Dave Macway 
Presbytery’s 2025 Budget was presented for approval.  

• For 2024 the Presbytery is underbudget on expenses.  
• An increase in Budgeted Investment Draw (approx 10% liquid assets) and 

changes to ministry programs balance increased personnel expenses. 
• In 2025, additional project expenses are budgeted for Watsonville and San Jose 

AC’s. 
• Synod acts as a bank for churches and presbyteries. The profit from banking 

services fell in 2024, and that impacted partnership grants.  
• A significant portion of the presybtery’s portfolio is not liquid but property that 

increases in value. 
 
Action: Presbytery Approved the 2025 Budget as presented in docket.  
 
 
Committee on Ministry, Elder Lizanne Reynolds 
New minister members to the Presbytery were introduced 

• Rev. Kim Dorr-Tilley, Pastor, First Pres. Mountain View 
• Rev. Diane Ford, Pastor, Trinity Santa Cruz 

      
Church Health & Growth Work Group, Rev. David Watermulder 
On “Dates to Remember” APPENDIX A, find two informal meetups in the near future 
seeking to connect with our new Executive Presbyter Neal Presa.  
 
 
Committee on Representation and Empowerment, Rev. Annanda Barclay 

• Members of CORE will contact churches to introduce the committee and learn 
about Sessions’ understanding of representation within their congregations. 

• Operate as a consulting committee for congregations who request support 
• Create a racial justice/racial equity policy for the Presbytery. 
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226th General Assembly Commissioners, Elder Rosaleen Zisch and Rev. Bryan 
Franzen 
 
Elder Rosaleen Zisch spoke on her experience at GA226 as Ruling Elder 
Commissioner. Rev. Dr. Bryan Franzen  (Teaching Elder Commissioner) submitted a 
video presentation that was played for the assembly. Amendments to the Constitution 
from this GA will be considered in our first meeting in 2025. 
 
Stated Clerk Rader and Moderator Rausch thanked all commissioners for their service, 
including Young Adult Advisory Delegate, Elder Sebastian Salazar, Westminster Pres, 
not present. 
 
 
Announcements: 

• Rev. Neneth Ross announced Fall Clergywomen’s luncheon Oct 17  
• Rev. Bruce Reyes-Chow announced visits to Palestine in April 2025. 

Registrations in January.  
• Rev. Julie Center, Somos Watsonville, announced “Climate of Hope Fair” 1-4pm 

Sept 29.  
• Rev. Dr. Neal Presa invited all interested to contribute to a Daily 

Advent/Christmas Devotional Booklet to be published by the Presbytery in 
December. APPENDIX C  

• Rev. Dr. Neal Presa announced Unity Candle program for 2025. APPENDIX C  
 
        
Stated Clerk , Rev. Erica Rader 

• Announced upcoming Clergy Boundaries Training and Ruling Elder Boundary 
Training 

• Records Reading in St. Andrew and Westminster in October 
• Thanked Cornerstone Church of Silicon Valley for their partnership in producing 

hybrid Presbytery Meetings.  
 
 
Adjournment and Closing Prayer, Rev. Andy Rausch, 11:00am 
All are invited to Commissioning Service for Executive Presbyter Rev. Dr. Neal Presa 
and lunch celebration, beginning at 11:30 am 
 
 
Following the business portion of the presbytery meeting, the Presbytery of San 
Jose commissioned The Rev. Dr. Neal D. Presa to the ministry of Executive 
Presbyter in a worship service held at the sanctuary of Cornerstone Church of 
Silicon Valley (CCSV). Presbyters, together with guests and family members, 
attended. Music accompaniment was provided by the music team of CCSV, including a 
special musical offering by a member of Salinas-St. Phillips. Recorded video greetings 
from national and global church leaders and presidents of theological institutions related 
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to the PC(USA) General Assembly were shared. A recorded charge to Dr. Presa from 
The Rev. Ruth Faith Santana-Grace (Executive Presbyter, Presbytery of Philadelphia; 
Co-Moderator of the 225th General Assembly [2022-24] ) was shared, as was a 
recorded charge to the Presbytery from The Rev. Dr. Victor Aloyo, Jr. (President of 
Columbia Theological Seminary). The Lord’s Table was celebrated with Dr. Presa 
officiating, with the communion bread specially baked by Elder Richard Marquez 
(Monterey-El Estero). The commissioning worship service was followed by a Filipino-
cuisine themed fiesta held in the Fellowship Hall, with karaoke, electric slide dancing, 
and a dunk tank to round out the festivities.  Previously blessed by the Committee on 
Ministry and the Coordinating Council, the Commission, which participated and lead the 
commissioning service, consisted of:  
  

Ruling Elders: 
Elsa Amboy (Sunnyvale) 
Chris Hasegawa (Monterey-First) 
James Lee (Sunnyvale-Daesung) 
Richard Marquez (Monterey-El Estero) 
Denise Martin (Gilroy) 
Lizanne Reynolds (Palo Alto-Covenant) 
Sharon Rowser (San Jose-Foothill) 
  
Teaching Elders: 
^Laura Cheifetz (Sunnyvale) 
Stella Matusiewicz (San Jose-Comunidad LatinoAmericana) 
Anne McAnelly (Aptos-St. Andrew) 
Erica Rader (Stated Clerk) 
Andy Rausch (Salinas-Northminster) 
Bruce Reyes-Chow (at-large) 
Neneth Ross (San Jose-Westminster) 
David G. Watermulder (Los Gatos) 
^corresponding member, Teaching Elder member of the Presbytery of Middle 
Tennessee
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Save the Date Information 
 
Join our Newsletter! More information and/or registration links can be found in Weekly 
Digest E-Newsletter 
 
Contact office manager Collette Lynner at Collette@sanjosepby.org to be added to E-
Newsletter or go to sanjosepby.org for information. 
 
 
 
October 8, 2:00-4:00 pm Clergy Boundary Training at Presbytery Offices  
    (Note, only one session is required) 
 
October 9, 9:00-11:00 am Clergy Boundary Training at Presbytery Offices  
 
October 9 6:00-7:00 pm Ruling Elder Boundary Training for on Zoom 
 
October 17 Clergywomen's Luncheon noon in Aptos 
 
October 19 9:30 am Clerk of Session Records Review at St. Andrew, Aptos 
 
October 24 All Clergy Happy Hour, 4pm  Los Gatos 
 
October 26 9:30 am Clerk of Session Records Review at Westminster, SJ 
 
November 23 9:00 am Next Stated Presbytery Meeting at Northminster Salinas 
(Hybrid in person and Zoom) 
 
Feb 3-4 2025 - Overnight retreat in Santa Cruz for clergy serving churches, worshiping 
communities, affiliated nonprofits

mailto:Collette@sanjosepby.org
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The Coordinating Council of the Presbytery met on August 29, 2024 on Zoom. 
 
 
2025 Budget 
The Coordinating Council reviewed the 2025 Budget developed by our Presbytery 
Acountant with direction from Financial Affairs and recommends that Presbytery 
approve the budget as presented in the meeting docket. 
 
Informational items 
Coordinating Council elected Rev. Evie Macway as chair of Nominating Committee, as 
emergent business during the active season of the committee. She is a current 
committee member and she fills a term vacated by the prior chair who resigned due to a 
move out of the Presbytery. 
 
Coordinating Council elected Synod Commissioners Rev. Vincent Arishvara (2nd term, 
class of 2027) and Elder Marjorie Bowles (1st term, class of 2027) due to Synod’s 
requirements for commissioners to be named before our September Presbytery 
meeting. 
 
 
Carlo Panighetti, Chair
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1. Thank you to the whole Presbytery of San Jose for welcoming my family and me to join you in 

ministry for God’s mission in this next season. We are slowly getting settled into our newly 
purchased home in Morgan Hill. There are plenty of boxes to unpack both at the house and in my 
office. Thank you, as well, to the Presbytery for making the financial provisions in both 
compensation and the 2nd mortgage, non-interest loan. And thank you to the Synod of the Pacific 
for being a partner in the on-boarding process. 

 
2. My deep gratitude to our Presbytery staff – stated clerk Erica Rader, office administrator Collette 

Lynner, accountant Diane Case, treasurer Edd Breeden – for their generous collegiality, for 
uploading/downloading all the helpful history, policies, procedures, lease agreements, subtexts, 
back history of almost every nook and cranny, and there is still plenty, I’m sure. I am blessed to 
be serving alongside them and supporting them as we each and collectively support the 
Presbytery of San Jose:  37 congregations, fellowships, worshipping communities, and affiliated 
non-profit entities in Santa Clara, Santa Cruz, and Monterey counties 
 

3. In the past four months as your Executive Presbyter, I have visited with over half of the 
Presbytery in in-person or via Zoom engagements, preached in some, and with Erica provided 
ministry support for many. In each of these sacred encounters and holy huddles, I give thanks to 
God for the distinct gifts, unique perspectives, diverse histories of each person and each 
community, and how in our diversity-in-unity there is unity-in-diversity.   
 

4. Following the business portion of our September 28th meeting will be a worship service to 
commission me to this ministry of Executive Presbyter. This is more than a commissioning to 
ministry. We gather as a community of faith to celebrate God’s goodness and our collective 
response through service and worship. Thank you to the “installation” commission who represent 
a cross-section of our Presbytery: 
 

 
Ruling Elders 

Elsa Amboy (Sunnyvale) 
Chris Hasegawa (Monterey-First) 
James Lee (Sunnyvale-Daeseung) 
Richard Marquez (Monterey-El Estero) 
Denise Martin (Gilroy) 
Lizann Reynolds (Palo Alto-Covenant) 
Sharon Rowser (San Jose-Foothill) 

 
 
 
 

 

Teaching Elders: 
*Laura Cheifetz (Sunnyvale) 
Stella Matusiewicz (San Jose-Comunidad) 
Anne McAnelly (Aptos-St. Andrew) 
Erica Rader (Los Gatos) 
Andy Rausch (Salinas-Northminster) 
Bruce Reyes-Chow (at-large) 
Neneth Ross (San Jose-Westminster) 
Dave Watermulder (Los Gatos) 
 

 
*corresponding member, Teaching Elder 
member of Presbytery of Middle Tennessee

 
5. Church Growth and Health Working Group is working with me on hosting/sponsoring a Meet-and-
Greet and Happy Hour for all Teaching Elders on Thursday, October 24th from 4:00-7:00pm at Hapa’s 
Brewery in Los Gatos. RSVP’s are requested by October 10th.  Additionally, for all Teaching Elders who 
are serving in congregations/fellowships/worshipping communities/affiliated non-profits, we will gather 
for an overnight retreat on February 3-4, 2025 at Villa Maria del Mar in Santa Cruz. Save the Date!  
6. Synod of the Pacific: with Stated Clerk Erica Rader, attended the annual Synod Leadership Forum at 
San Damiano Retreat Center in Danville, CA with our execs/clerks counterparts in the nine other 
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presbyteries of the Synod. I have participated in the monthly “Hold My Beer” Zoom gatherings of 
EPs/Clerks of the seven presbyteries of the Synod. Synod Assembly is October 2-4 at Zephyr Point. Have 
convened an Ad-Hoc Study Group of Presbytery staff (who relate directly with Financial Affairs) and 
representatives from Financial Affairs and Personnel to look at options as to which entity will serve as our 
presbytery’s payroll agent beginning January 1, 2026. Synod of the Pacific will have an opt-in, menu of 
services-for-fee beginning on that date so all presbyteries in the Synod are considering and exploring the 
various options and implications. More details to come as we engage in this process both within our 
presbytery and with the Synod.  
 
7. With Joey Lee and Joe Sohn, have continued to participate in the planning team for the Clergy of Color 
retreat that will occur on October 14-17 at Zephyr Point for clergy of color of the presbyteries of San 
Francisco, Redwoods, and San Jose. Our Presbytery is providing the administrative/registration support.  
 
8. 2024 Advent/Christmas Devotional Booklet (see attached sample and accessible at: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-7YGNFaOnzLL_94-YcAyTYPs7OywFpX8/view?usp=sharing ): 
cultivating community in our presbytery and connecting us to the wider church and broader public 
through our faith reflections and prayers on Advent and Christmas themes.  We will produce a high-
quality PDF booklet consisting of brief reflections and prayers on each day of Advent (begins December 
1) through Christmas Day. The reflections and prayers will be contributions written from one of the 37 
congregations, fellowships, worshipping communities, affiliated non-profits. While we won’t have every 
one represented, we will have another for 2025 Lent/Easter.  I will be the lead editor so all contributions 
will be sent to me by November 1. Collette will assist with layout and design. Presbytery Moderator Andy 
Rausch and incoming Presbytery Moderator Libby Boatwright will collaborate with me on coming up 
with a liturgical theme for the booklet. All churches, teaching elder members, and ruling elders in the 
Presbytery’s contact list will be invited to sign up for one day, select one passage from the lectionary texts 
for that particular day, and then write a reflection/prayer with maximum length of 500 words (two pages, 
double-spaced). Once produced, the booklet will be shared via the Presbytery’s website, disseminated to 
all presbyters via Constant Contact, shared to the wider public via our social media channels. Recipients 
may print it out if they wish. Sign-ups for one of the slots are at this link: 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ESYGts1YQbRgpJE61XgSnzhCdAphncFsy3cXuT1JgxU/edit?u
sp=sharing  
 
9. 2025 Unity Candle: beginning Sunday, January 5, 2025, I invite all of our congregations to participate 
in the Passing-and-Sharing of the Unity Candle.  The Unity Candle will be placed in one of our 
congregations each Sunday and then passed to another congregation the following Sunday. All worship 
bulletins/liturgies every Sunday will notate the location of the Unity Candle on that Sunday as a way for 
all congregations to lift up a prayer of thanksgiving and intercession for that named congregation. 
Following each Sunday, the pastor or a designated person of the congregation will insure that the Unity 
Candle and passed-and-shared to the next congregation. This encourages an intentional connecting with 
another church and another church’s pastor or member.  
 
 
10. Stated Clerk Erica Rader and I will be working with Coordinating Council in conceptualizing what 
might our four hybrid Presbytery meetings look like so that we utilize our time together for worship, 
education, equipping, fellowship, and, of course, those business items which require discussion, 
deliberation, and vote. 
 
11. As we look to the Fall, let us cultivate and strengthen what it means to be God’s community in this 
region of doing justice, loving mercy, and walking humbly with the Lord marked by faith, hope, and love. 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-7YGNFaOnzLL_94-YcAyTYPs7OywFpX8/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ESYGts1YQbRgpJE61XgSnzhCdAphncFsy3cXuT1JgxU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ESYGts1YQbRgpJE61XgSnzhCdAphncFsy3cXuT1JgxU/edit?usp=sharing
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Inquirer Stephen Fainer – Brief Biography 
 
The first inklings of a call to ministry came to me on the road between Wind River 
Reservation and Yellowstone National Park. My youth group from Goleta Presbyterian 
Church had just finished its only mission trip while I was in High School and a strong sense 
of purpose and meaning hit me, “maybe this is what I’m meant to do.” 
Confirmed by the encouragement of mentors and given opportunities to lead in high school 
and college, I continued discerning a path toward ministry, majoring in Religious Studies at 
Westmont College. When my college sweetheart, Jane, moved home to Santa Clara after her 
graduation, we spent a long-distance year driving 300 miles to see each other every few 
weeks. I knew I needed to seek work near her following my own graduation. After 
submitting several resumes to different organizations and churches, the Presbyterian Church 
of Los Gatos was the first place to call me back. The story Erik Khoobyarian likes to tell is 
that I rose to the top of the applicant pool in the Spring of 2001 because my application 
was typed! And so began a long tenure in Los Gatos. 
 
From the beginning of my time as Youth Director, the pastoral staff (Mark, Kent, Bob, Dave, 
Erica & Jack) have treated me like a colleague and partner in ministry. We started and ran a 
contemporary, youth worship service in those early years where I played in the band and 
preached/spoke every week. Carlo Panighetti played drums, banjo, mandolin or ukulele, and 
he prepped the powerpoint, as a high school student. My home church planted the Love of 
God retreats that brought me to faith in High School in those early years and this Fall, our 
students host our 35th L.O.G. retreat. Carlo and I have each been on 30+ trips to Mexico 
through Amor ministries over the decades.  
 
My sense of calling to ordained ministry has never faded from that moment in the van, but 
my progress towards Ministry of the Word and Sacrament (aka Teaching Elder) has crept 
forward slowly because I have so often been content and satisfied in full-time ministry 
already. I started at Fuller when my son was 15 months old. I finished when he was about 
138 months old. Seminary went slowly so that I missed less of my kids’ childhood to 
studying. 
 
Also, great colleagues are magical, whether pastoral or volunteer. My team and I get to revel 
in the development of little, goofy 11 year-old children growing up into quite large and 
thoughtful young adults. And nearly all of my team were once those goofy Middle Schoolers 
in our youth group. As I write this bio, I’m thinking ahead one Sunday to the last of our 
college freshman departing and back one Sunday where two grandfathers walked a crying 
baby (whose mother was in our youth group) around the building where my 6th grade son 
was in Middle School Sunday School for the first time.  When growing humans, it takes a 
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while before you get to see the harvests you’ve helped plant. Yet now those harvests can be 
celebrated all the time. 
 
Therefore, I’ve taken a while to get to this point. Two Masters degrees. A Pacific Crest Trail 
thru-hike. Nine years of marriage before we had even one kid (we’ve got a son and a 
daughter and Jane and I are in year 22 of marriage).  
 
This past Summer, Foothill Community Presbyterian Church kindly allowed me to serve as a 
Pastoral intern. Andy and Lindsay were excellent hosts and mentors, blessing me with a 
great deal of preaching responsibility. The most important thing I learned in that internship 
was how easy it is to love a church, a people, if you serve alongside them, even for just a few 
months. This was a necessary and unexpected lesson for someone entrenched in one ministry 
for their entire adult life. If and when I’m called to leave PCLG, I am now more confident 
that if God calls me to a different people, it will be easy to love them, too.  
 
My journey through this ordination process has been unusual. I passed the ordination exams 
ahead of becoming a candidate, for example. I’m grateful to the CPM and PCLG for their 
ongoing patience and support through these long years and look forward to whatever is 
next. 
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The Financial Affairs committee in May, June, and twice in July, and in September. We 
reviewed and approved several leases for our congregations. We also prepared the 
annual budget for the Presbytery.  
 
The annual budget had several changes this year. 

• Per capita will change from $41.50 to $44.50. We had not changed our per capita 
request from congregations for several years. In addition, the General Assembly 
increased their per capita expectation.  

• The budgeted investment draw will increase by approximately $70,000. This is 
the net increase to investment withdrawals.  

• Previous budgets reflected a much smaller investment draw, but listed "grant" 
amounts that were also investment withdrawals originating in the dismissal 
agreements the Presbytery had made. For clarity and transparency, we are 
listing those all together. 

• We have moved Safe church expenses to a program expense and removed 
them as a personnel expense.  

• We have decreased grant expenses significantly. This was in attempt to balance 
the budget in light of our increased staffing expenses. These grants were created 
by the Presbytery with the intention of using some of the dismissal funds 
intentionally to grow ministries. We reviewed our grant expenses since their 
inception. We have granted more than $500,000 in grants since that time. In light 
of the wonderful ministries birthed from those grants we agreed that we could 
responsibly decrease the grants in the budget having fulfilled the 
Presbytery's original intent for the grant funding.  

• The other personnel expenses were reviewed at length with the Synod who 
currently performs payroll on behalf of the presbytery. There was much 
clarification on benefits costs for non-BOP staff. These changes are reflected in 
the new budget.  

• Finally, the new compensation for the General Presbyter is included which 
increased the overall expenses.  

Other Informational items: 

• The Presbytery approved the sale of St. Phillips mutli-use commercial property at 
the November 2023 meeting. The property sold in August and net $753,923 after 
commission,title and escrow charges.  The funds are held in a fund account for 
St. Phillips and FAC will work with the Session to determine how to use the funds 
for the church’s future mission. 

• The Presbytery funded the $200,000 no-interest housing loan to EP Neal Presa, 
approved by Presbytery in May 2024.  FAC approved the loan agreement and 
promissory note. These agreements were executed and a deed was recorded on 
the property. 

    Submitted by Rev. Lindsay Woods Wong, chair of FAC
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Committee on Ministry Report to Presbytery  
(covering May –September 2024 activities) 
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Information Items: 
1. Necrology report: The Presbytery was informed of the death of two honorably retired 

minister members in June, Rev. Dr. Robert Bowles on June 18 and Rev. George Erickson 
on  June 27. Rev. Boles’ memorial was held at Presbyterian Church of Los Gatos and 
Rev. Erickson’s memorial was held at Stone Church.  

2. In response to some of our churches reaching out to COM about the potential for 
Commissioned Ruling Elders (CREs), COM has drafted a CRE policy and is seeking 
input from the Committee on Preparation for Ministry.  The goal is to present the CRE 
policy to Presbytery for a first reading and discussion at the November 23, 2024 meeting. 

3. The Annual Report of Terms of Call for Clergy Serving Congregations will be completed 
by Presbytery staff for reporting at the November meeting. This report is not distributed 
electronically, but any commissioner may receive a mailed copy by contacting Presbytery 
staff. 

4. COM will be notifying Clerks of Session of the revised 2025 minimum terms of call once 
the social security adjustment is announced.  We will also include this in COM’s 
November 23, 2024 Presbytery report.  [Per updated Presbytery policy, the annual 
changes are automatic and do not require Presbytery approval, which facilitates their 
incorporation into churches’ terms of call for the following calendar year.] 

5. Rev. James Potts was installed as Associate Pastor of First Presbyterian Church of 
Monterey on April 14, 2024. 

6. Rev. Tom Harris was installed as the new pastor at First Presbyterian Church of Palo Alto 
on June 16, 2024. 

7. Rev. Kim Dorr-Tilley was installed as the new pastor at First Presbyterian Church of 
Mountain View on June 2, 2024. 

8. COM examined Rev. Diane Ford for the pastor position at Trinity Presbyterian Santa 
Cruz and approved her terms of call.  She started August 26, 2024 and her installation 
service will be on October 27 at 3:00 p.m. 

9. COM approved Rev. Hardy Kim’s sabbatical. 
10. COM examined Rev. Laura Cheifetz for a 75% -time stated supply associate pastor 

position at Sunnyvale Presbyterian and approved a 6-month contract. 
11. COM approved the following additional contracts: 

a. A contract for Rev. Edd Breeden to serve as session moderator and provide other 
appropriate leadership for Bonny Doon Presbyterian Church. 

b. A contract for Rev. Fred Harrell to serve as transitional pastor for Stone Church. 
c. Parish associate agreements between Sunnyvale Presbyterian Church and Revs. 

Jim Bennett and Annanda Barclay. 
12. COM approved the following status changes and membership transfers:  

a. Revs. Jane and David Esterline to the Presbytery of Southern New England 
b. Rev. Evie Macway’s request for retirement status. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Lizanne Reynolds, Chair
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PW Second Annual Mission Trip – Car trip to Watsonville 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER  24 
1pm to 6pm 
 

The day includes visits to: 
“Recurso de Fuera Village” at Westview PC 
Somos at the former Watsonville United PC 
Watsonville Public House 

 
A flyer will have directions & detail.   
We will gather at Los Gatos PC at 12:45 to carpool..  
 
RSVP to Rosaleen by Oct. 20. rmgzisch@gmail.com 

  

mailto:rmgzisch@gmail.com
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226 General Assembly of the PCUSA  
Salt Lake City June 28 to July 4, 2024 

 
It began with Zoom meetings and then a flight.  Hotel was comfortable but 
required me to use a scooter. We traveled between three hotels and a 
conference center. Everything was online voting so I broke out my i-pad to 
join in. My view was unique.  See below. 
 
Presbyterians are impressive. They come in all sizes, shapes, color & age. 
They even get up and line dance when waiting for the results of a vote. Yes, 
surprise we have rhythm. Many had lots of opinions and were not afraid to 
express them. At one of four microphones set up for business meetings.  
 
We had some lovely meals together but my favorite was a 7:30 AM “Women 
of Faith Breakfast”. Nominations came from throughout the church. They 
were selected by the Racial Equity Women’s Intercultural Ministries and 
Presbyterian Women.  The women’s stories were inspirational. 
I was proud to be the Elder Commissioner from the San Jose Presbytery. 
Thank you for sending me. 
   Wishing you Love, Peace and  Hope –Rosaleen Zisch 
 

 
 



         Coordinating Council Report 
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Coordinating Council of the Presbytery of San Jose 
 
 
The Coordinating Council met on October 17, 2024, 6:30 pm by Zoom 
 

 
Action Items: 
 
Motion: Coord. Council received recommendations and forwards nominees 
for a Presbytery vote on the Nominating Committee Class of 2027.  
 

Nominating Committee Class of 2027:  
Emily Meacham (RE, Stone,)  
Evie Macway (TE, chair for 2025) 
(note, one individual not listed subsequently informed Nominating 
that they could no longer serve) 

 
 
Motion: Suspend standing rules 2.10 & 2.16 regarding presbytery meetings in 
2025 to allow a subcommittee of the council to give direction to plan the 
meetings. 
 

The subcommittee is: Nan Swanson, Libby Boatwright, Bryan Franzen, 
Andy Rausch. Staff: Neal Presa, Erica Rader, Collette Lynner. 

 
 
EP Neal Presa and Stated Clerk Erica Rader sought direction from the 
Coordinating Council on the timing and format of Presbytery meetings in the 
future. The bulk of the presbytery’s business is done by delegated authority to 
committees. There is business that Presbytery must do, but how can we 
incentivize and maximize attendance? How can we help support and equip our 
leaders? A common question from commissioners: “I’m coming to a Presbytery 
meeting and there isn’t anything I need to vote for, what are we doing at the 
meeting?”  
 
Council was asked for input, and gave strong encouragement for continuing  
some sort of hybrid meeting for business items; an interest in, and affirmation of, 
some kind of equipping meeting; community worship is also attractive. Council 
should seek to be aware of liturgical, community/school schedules as well as 
Synod assemblies. Since our standing rules call for stated meetings, to make an 
adjustment for 2025 requires suspending our standing rules. Since we are 
seeking a new format and we aren’t exactly sure what will work best, we don’t 
want to prematurely suggest a permanent amendment to the standing rules. The 
subcommittee will make sure that the new plan is communicated well to the 
Presbytery, with advanced notice, and will review feedback. 
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Review of 2023 financials, Erica Rader 
The presbytery’s financial review was completed with no adverse notices. This 
was a lot of work for Diane because 2023 is the year that the Presbytery merged 
financial statements. Diane explained the chart of accounts “with great 
professionalism, excellence and good communications.” A review is not an audit; 
contracts and agreements are reviewed as well as the chart of accounts.  
 
Moderator Report: Andy Rausch  
“It’s been an absolute pleasure to do a lot of installations, including Neal’s.” 
Tubachristmas returns to Monterey County and performs in Watsonville Dec 21; 
Andy is a part of this. Andy proposes a party: hear the concert with an after-party 
at WPH. 
 
EP report: Neal Presa 
Neal is grateful for a celebratory Commissioning Thanks to Council for their 
blessing on the plans.  
 
Clergy of Color Retreat.  Clergy of Color Retreat was held at Zephyr point in 
October. The project expands next year to include Presbytery of Central 
California. Next year’s retreat is scheduled week of 10-13-2025. Laura Cheifetz 
and Neal co-lead the retreat planning committee next year’s retreat. SJ Pres will 
continue being fiscal agent; Collette will handle registrations.  
 
Projects to Maximize Cultivating Community. Neal listed the Advent/Christmas 
Devotional, Unity Candle, and presented a joint proposal developed with Erica 
Rader to change the Standing Order of meetings.  
 
 
 
 
Carlo Panighetti  
Chair of Coordinating Council



            EP Report 
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Executive Presbyter Report to Presbytery of San Jose 
November 23, 2024 Meeting 

 
 
 
Grace and peace to the Presbytery of San Jose in the name of Christ our Lord in the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit.  
 

1. I will be participating in the Presbytery meeting via Zoom and recorded video from 
Cyprus (near Greece) as I’m attending the Fall meeting of the World Council of Churches 
Executive Committee, where I represent the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 

2. 2024 Advent/Christmas Devotional: thank you to all those who have contributed a 
reflection and prayer for our daily devotional booklet. We will have this ready for 
distribution to the whole Presbytery, Church at large, and the wider public by the end of 
the month 

3. CRE Policy/Process: Presbytery will receive for a First Reading a draft policy, process, 
and accompanying forms for candidates for Commissioned Ruling Elders (CRE). I am 
grateful for the partnership with COM and Rev. Mark Peake (Monterey-First) on this.  

4. 2025 Presbytery Meetings: Polity and Government is bringing to Presbytery a motion to 
suspend the standing rules with respect to the timing and content of Presbytery meetings. 
I am grateful for the partnership with our Stated Clerk and with Coordinating Council as 
we re-envision both the timing and content of Presbytery meetings in 2025 (and even 
beyond) that balances the must-do business while providing opportunities for worship, 
fellowship networking, education, leadership development, and theological engagement. 

5. Nominating Committee: Presbytery will be receiving and voting upon the report of 
Nominating Committee. Grateful for the partnership with members of the Nominating 
Committee, to all those who have served in Presbytery entities, and all those who have 
accepted to be nominated to serve in 2025. 

6. 2025 Pastors Retreat (February 3-4): For all teaching elders serving in congregations, 
fellowships, and affiliated non-profits, you can register for an overnight retreat as we 
gather at the Villa Maria del Mar in Santa Cruz on February 3-4 organized by Church 
Health and Growth.  

7. Synod and multi-presbytery gatherings: since the September Presbytery meeting, 
participated in the Synod Leadership Forum (annual retreat of EPs and Clerks of 
presbyteries in the Synod) and participated in the annual Clergy of Color retreat at 
Zephyr with pastors from the Presbyteries of San Jose, San Francisco, and Redwoods. 
In 2025, I’ll be partnering with The Rev Laura Cheifetz (presently temporary associate 
pastor at Sunnyvale and incoming Transitional EP for San Francisco Presbytery) to co-
plan both the Synod Leadership Forum and the 2025 Clergy of Color retreat. 

8. Church visits: Grace and I continue to be immensely grateful for all the visits with our 
various congregations and worshipping communities, whether I am with you to preach or 
to worship with God’s people from the pews. I give thanks to God for each and all of you 
and your respective ministries. 

 



          Pastoral Letter from EP 
November 12, 2024 
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THE CALL REMAINS, THE STRUGGLE CONTINUES 

 
To Siblings and Friends of the Presbytery of San Jose, 
 
Grace and peace in the Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit!  
 
I hope and pray this letter finds you strengthened and comforted by God’s love and presence, the accompaniment of 
loved ones, and the kindness of strangers.  
 
It was timely and providential that on Election Day I was on study leave at the World Council of Churches’ 
Ecumenical Institute in Bossey, Switzerland presenting a paper at an international conference dedicated to the 
Nicene Creed and the Council of Nicaea, whose l700th anniversary is in 2025. My presentation focused on the 
Creed as a political and worship document. As a worship document, the Creed is focused on the biography of the 
triune God, a brief snapshot of the Church’s understanding of who God is and what God does. And in speaking 
about the living God, the Creed is a means and source for divine-human encounter. As a political document, the 
Creed declares that Jesus Christ is Lord, “True God from True God.” This is counter to Emperor Constantine, who 
convened the Council of Nicaea, not because the emperor was a pastor or a theologian who cared about the fine 
points of Christian theology; his interests were about imperial politics and maintaining a semblance of order and 
peace. Of course we know that churches and the expression of our faith have had an inconsistent relationship with 
empire/State. Far too often, churches and the expression of our faith have sought alliances with the empire/State, 
seeking power and privilege under the pretext of the Gospel and sharing Good News to the world. In this sense, the 
witness of the Gospel through churches becomes obscured, where love of power is the mainstay rather than the 
power of love and the power to love.  
 
Like you, I am still reflecting upon the aftermath of Election Day and what it means for our body politic, for our 
nation, and for our collective witness of the Gospel. While many celebrate the results of Election Day, there are 
many who lament the results and who are fearful for what will come. Because those with political, economic, social, 
and cultural power and privilege have negated the personhood of LGBTQIA siblings, have negated the struggle of 
people who traverse a long journey to make a better future for themselves and their families, negated the real 
traumatic experiences of racism and domestic violence,  negated the struggle of many to afford prescription drugs, 
negated the struggle of college students straddled with debt, negated the widening chasm between the wealthy and 
the rest of us. . . these real-life examples and so much more carry in our beings a deep sense of trepidation of what 
the next years will look like. Violent rhetoric that was already endemic before Election Day has only ramped up 
since then. As a Filipino American, son and grandson of immigrants, I have cause for great concern.  
 
As I reflect on how I respond to Election Day and how we might respond, I find solidarity in these words from 2 
Corinthians 4:8-10: 
 

We are afflicted in every way but not crushed, perplexed but not driven to despair, persecuted but not forsaken, 
struck down but not destroyed, always carrying around in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may 

also be made visible in our bodies. 
 

 
I am convicted that the Church is best when not in the position of power and privilege but in the place of struggle. 
It’s in the place of struggle where the Church is in solidarity with all those in society who are struggling, who are 
persecuted, who are in despair, who live in the constant shadow of death. It’s in the place of struggle where we re-
discover the struggle of our Lord Jesus Christ, whose challenge to the prevailing norms of power and privilege 
brought him to his decisive death. And in that struggle, we find again that Jesus is in solidarity with us and us with 
him.  
 
The call of our faith – to do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with our God (Micah 6:8) – is the same as it was 
before Election Day. But it becomes more critical and imperative, more than ever. The struggle continues, love 
endures. May we as a community encourage and comfort each other on the journey ahead, as we are led and 
accompanied by the Savior whose life is made visible in ours.  
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November 2024  
Presbytery Nominations for Committees 

Nominations and Report on Continuing Members 
 

*Nominations Slate and Chair nominations 
 

Presbytery Council At Large Members 
 
Nominations for the Class of 2027 
* Jane Odell, St. Andrews, RE (2nd term) 
* Julie Center, At-Large, TE (1st term) 
 
Class of 2026 
Neneth Ross– Westminster, TE (1st term) 
 
Class of 2025 
Carlo Panighetti-Los Gatos, RE (1st term) 
Nan Swanson-Honorably Retired, TE (1st term) 
*Andy Rausch, Northminster, TE (1st) (chair for 2025) 
 
 

Committee On Ministry (COM) 
 

Nominations for the Class of 2027 
*Horace Hines- Santa Teresa Hills, RE (2st term) 
*Dave Heacock – Los Gatos, RE (2st term) 
*Sharon Rowser – Foothill, RE (2st term) 
*Deb Troester – Santa Teresa Hills, TE (2st term) 
*Tom Harris, FPC, Palo Alto, TE (1st term) 
 
Class of 2026 
Jack Cabaness, Covenant, TE (1st term) 
 
Class of 2025 
Chris Hasegawa-FPC Monterey, RE (2nd term) 
Mark Peake- FPC Monterey, TE (2nd term) 
*Lizanne Reynolds-Covenant Palo Alto, RE (2nd term)(chair for 2025) 
 

 
 
 
 
 



  Nominating Committee Report
   

 
Call to Stated Meeting of Presbytery of San Jose - November 23, 2024 
 

 
  35  

 
 

Committee on Preparation for Ministry (CPM) 
 

Nominations for the Class of 2027 
*Jim Bennett, At-large, TE, (1st term) Chair 
*James Potts, FPC Monterey, TE (1st term) 
*Martha Wills, Los Gatos, RE (1st term) 
 
Class of 2026 
Libby Boatwright, HR, TE (1st term) 
 
Class of 2025 
Bruce Reyes-Chow, at-large, TE (2nd term) 
 
 

Financial Affairs Committee 
 

Nominations for Class of 2027 
*James Lee, Daesung, RE (2st term) 
*Trevor Van Laar, Gilroy, TE (2st term) 
*Doug Kang, Cornerstone, RE (1st term) 
*Annanda Barclay, At Large, TE (1st term) 
 
Class of 2026 
Edith Mojoko Sona, Santa Teresa Hills, RE (1st term) 
*Lindsay Woods Wong, Foothill, TE (2nd term) (chair for 2025) 
 
Class of 2025 
Dave Macway, Trinity SC, RE (2nd term) 
 

Personnel Committee 
 
Nominations for the Class of 2027 
*Anne McAnelly, St. Andrew, Aptos, TE (1st term) 
 
Class of 2026 
*Denise Martin, Gilroy, RE (2nd term) (chair for 2025) 
 
Class of 2025 
David McCreath, HR, TE (2nd term) 
Erik Swanson, Westhope, TE 
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CORE (Committee on Representation and Empowerment) 
 
Nominations for the Class of 2027 
*Elsa Amboy, Sunnyvale, RE (2st term) 
 
Class of 2026 
Bob Toche, Santa Teresa Hills, RE  
 
Class of 2025 
Ruth Fong, Los Gatos, RE (2nd term) 
 

Ordination Exam Readers 
 
Nomination for 2025 Readers 
*Alice Thorn, Stone, RE Alternate 
 
 

SDOP (self-development of people) 
 
Nominations for Class of 2027 
*Carolyn Rosen, PC Los Gatos, RE (1st term) 
 
Class of 2026 
Brenda Costanzo, PC Los Gatos, RE (1st term) 
 
Class of 2024 
Ruth Kuo, at large, TE 
 

Presbytery Moderator 
 

Nomination for Moderator 2025  
 
Previously elected: 2025 Moderator Libby Boatwright, HR, TE 
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Presbytery of San Jose Committee on Ministry 
Report to Presbytery November 23, 2024  
(covering September – November 2024 activities) 
 
Items for Docket:   
Proposed adoption of Policy and Program for Commissioned Ruling Elders (CREs) (First Reading) 
 
Information Items: 
 

1. The Minimum Terms of Call have been updated to reflect the 2.5% social security COLA.  
The new minimums for 2025 are:  Santa Clara County $117,857; Santa Cruz County 
$98,770; Monterey County $72,324.  This information has been distributed to our 
church Clerks of Session and Treasurers.  [Per updated Presbytery policy PS-1(PT-6), the 
annual changes are automatic and do not require Presbytery approval, which facilitates 
their incorporation into churches’ terms of call for the following calendar year.] 

 
2. Rev. Diane Ford will be installed as Pastor of Trinity Presbyterian Church, Santa Cruz, on 

January 5, 2025, 3:00 p.m. 
 

3. There are several Teaching Elders who have not completed the required Boundary 
Training.  COM considers this training to be very important and will not consider 
waivers.  COM will work with the Stated Clerk to identify training options in 2025 for 
people who cannot attend the Presbytery’s training sessions and to circulate that 
information. 

 
 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lizanne Reynolds 
COM Chair



Committee on Ministry - First Reading 

 
Call to Stated Meeting of Presbytery of San Jose - November 23, 2024 
 

 
  38  

 

Policy and Program for Commissioned Ruling Elders (CREs) for the Presbytery of San 
Jose 

Purpose 

The purpose of this policy is to outline the roles, responsibilities, education, and accountability measures for 
Commissioned Ruling Elders (CREs). This policy aims to ensure that CREs are well-prepared for their ministry and 
accountable in their service to the church and community. 

Scope 

This policy applies to all individuals serving as Commissioned Ruling Elders within The Presbytery of San Jose. 

Definitions 

● Commissioned Ruling Elder (CRE): A ruling elder who is commissioned by the Presbytery to serve in a 
specific pastoral role within a congregation or in a validated ministry. 

Role and Responsibilities 

CREs are commissioned to perform specific pastoral duties which may include: 

● Leading worship and preaching. 
● Administering sacraments. 
● Providing pastoral care. 
● Moderating session meetings. 
● Engaging in community outreach and mission activities. 
● Performing administrative duties as assigned by the session or Presbytery. 

Oversight 

The CRE policy and program will be under the oversight of a newly established CRE Subcommittee of the 
Committee on Ministry (COM). The Subcommittee will also have at least two representatives from the Committee 
on Preparation for Ministry (CPM).  

Education Requirements 

To ensure that CREs are well-prepared for their ministry, the following educational requirements are recommended. 
The specific requirements will be determined in consultation with and approved by the CRE Subcommittee.  

1. Theological Education: CREs should complete a course of study in Reformed theology, Bible, preaching, 
worship, sacraments, pastoral care, PC(USA) polity, and church history. This can be accomplished through a 
seminary, approved lay training programs, or other Presbytery-approved educational institutions. 

2. Practical Training: CREs should participate in practical training opportunities, such as internships, 
supervised ministry experiences, and workshops on pastoral skills. 
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3. Continuing Education: CREs are encouraged to engage in ongoing education through attending 
conferences, seminars, and additional coursework to stay current with theological and pastoral 
developments. 

Procedure 

1. Discernment and Nomination: Potential CREs are identified and recommended by their session and must 
undergo a period of discernment. Following discernment, the session may nominate the individual to 
undertake the CRE process. 

2. Training: Applicants must complete the required education and training, and pass an examination by the 
CRE Subcommittee covering theology, Bible, PC(USA) polity, and pastoral skills. 

3. Examination: When the CRE Subcommittee believes the Applicant is ready to serve in a specific pastoral 
role within a congregation or in a validated ministry, it shall make a recommendation to the COM. COM 
shall interview the Applicant and, if it agrees that that the Applicant is prepared for the particular CRE role, 
it will deem the Applicant ready for commissioning and report this action to the Presbytery.  

4. Commissioning Service: Upon favorable recommendation by COM, the church or other organization for 
which the Applicant will be serving as a CRE will conduct a commissioning service to formally commission 
the individual as a CRE 

Accountability 

To maintain high standards of accountability, the following measures are implemented: 

1. Supervision and Support: CREs will be assigned a mentor or supervisor by the CRE Subcommittee, 
typically a teaching elder or experienced ruling elder, who will provide guidance, support, and supervision. 

2. Regular Reporting: CREs are required to submit regular reports to the session and Presbytery (through the 
CRE Subcommittee) on their ministry activities, challenges, and achievements. 

3. Performance Reviews: The Presbytery (through the CRE Subcommittee) will conduct annual performance 
reviews to assess the effectiveness of the CRE’s ministry and identify areas for growth and development. 

4. Code of Conduct: CREs must adhere to a code of conduct that includes maintaining confidentiality, 
demonstrating ethical behavior, and upholding the values and doctrines of the Presbyterian Church (USA). 

5. Conflict Resolution: A clear process for addressing conflicts, grievances, and disciplinary issues involving 
CREs will be established by the Presbytery (through the CRE Subcommittee or the COM). 

Review and Renewal 

1. Term of Service: CREs are commissioned for a specific term, typically renewable every three years, subject 
to a review by the Presbytery. 

2. Recommissioning: At the end of each term, the Presbytery will conduct a comprehensive review of the 
CRE’s ministry before deciding on recommissioning for another term. 
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Role and Status at Presbytery Meetings 

The parity of ruling elders and teaching elders in the life and governance of the governing bodies of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA), specifically, and in the Reformed traditions, generally, is a significant and essential 
theological expression of what it means to be a church which dignifies the “priesthood of all believers” and the gifts 
of all of God’s people. It is understood that: (1) only a CRE who is functionally serving in a congregational ministry 
as pastor/head of staff, or (2) who is a ruling elder commissioner from a session to Presbytery, shall be accorded the 
right and privilege of voice and vote in Presbytery. For all other CREs, they shall be accorded the privilege of voice 
only in Presbytery; such privilege shall be accorded for the duration of their active commission. 

Conclusion 

The role of a Commissioned Ruling Elder/Commissioned Pastor is vital to the ministry and mission of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA). By adhering to this policy, we ensure that CREs are well-prepared, supported, and held 
accountable in their service to God and the church community. 
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Commissioned Ruling Elder (CRE) Equipping 
Program 

 

 

 

 

 
Steps Paper and Forms 

for becoming a CRE 
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A Helpful Timeline for the process of becoming 
a Commissioned Ruling Elder to Particular Pastoral Service 

(known as Commissioned Pastor or CP in The Book of Order) 
 

Presbyterians are known for doing things “Decently and in Order” and doing much of their work in 
committees. This does support a democratic and fair procedure but can make our processes sometimes 
feel long and arduous. We have prepared this CRE time-line to help those wanting to navigate the 
process better by understanding important deadlines and anticipate how long each step in the process may 
take. 

 
Following are estimated times required for each of the steps in the process. 

� As you begin the process, you will have to work with your Pastor and Session to have forms 
C R E  Application Forms 1A, 1B & 1C filled out. Since most Sessions only meet once a month, 
you will need to work with the Pastor to get on the Session docket. Plan on this taking about 2 
months. 

� After the meeting with the Pastor and Session, you should follow up with them to make sure they 
have turned in the forms to the CRE Subcommittee of the Committee on Ministry (COM) 
through the Executive Presbyter.  

� After you submit your application forms (Forms CRE-1A, B & C) to the CRE/CP Subcommittee 
they will assign you a liaison. The liaison will work with you and your congregation during this 
process. You should be contacted by your liaison shortly after that person is assigned. 

� Also at the start of your program you will need to work with your liaison and supervisor to begin 
to envision the details of what specialized ministry(s) you are being set aside for and to determine 
your plan of study (Planning Forms CRE-2A and 2B).  

� When you have finished all your required class work, you will work with your liaison to schedule 
a time for examination by the CRE Subcommittee. One month before this meeting you will need 
to send in your Commissioning Forms: Brief Statement of Faith, Biographical History, 
Commissioning Approval Forms CRE-3A, 3B, and 3C), along with Continuing Development 
Form 4A. 

Because the CRE Subcommittee is a subcommittee of the Committee on Ministry, all their actions 
must be approved by COM (which meets once a month). Because of when these groups meet and the 
lead time to get on dockets, it takes at least 3 months (longer during summer and holidays) to 
complete the process of approving you as CRE after your examination. You need to consider this 
when planning the Presbytery service of worship when you will be commissioned. 
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� You need to attend the COM meeting where you will be approved as a CRE. COM’s approval will 
be included in the COM next report to Presbytery, so you will most likely be introduced to the 
Presbytery, either by video or in person. 

 
If you add up all the times outlined here you can see that the CRE commissioning process from start to 
finish can take 18 months and longer depending on when you start the program and how much time you 
can give to the work involved. Though this might seem long it is really a very good season to discern 
your call and work with others in helping you shape your call to CRE ministry as you prepare for this 
important work. 
 

To ensure that CREs are well-prepared for their ministry, the following educational requirements are 
recommended. The specific requirements will be determined in consultation with and approved by the CRE 
Subcommittee.  

4. Theological Education: CREs should complete a course of study in Reformed theology, Bible, preaching, 
worship, sacraments, pastoral care, and church history. This can be accomplished through a seminary, 
approved lay training programs, or other presbytery-approved educational institutions. 

5. Practical Training: CREs should participate in practical training opportunities, such as internships, 
supervised ministry experiences, and workshops on pastoral skills. 

6. Continuing Education: CREs are encouraged to engage in ongoing education through attending 
conferences, seminars, and additional coursework to stay current with theological and pastoral 
developments. 

 

 

QUESTIONS AND FURTHER INFORMATION 
Contact Executive Presbyter, The Rev. Dr. Neal D. Presa, 

Neal@sanjopsepby.org, (408) 763-5004 or  
Stated Clerk, The Rev. Erica Rader, Erica@sanjosepby.org  

 

 

mailto:Neal@sanjopsepby.org
mailto:Erica@sanjosepby.org


Application Form CRE-1A 

Commissioned Ruling Elder to Particular Pastoral Service 
(known as Commissioned Pastor or CP in the PCUSA Book of Order) 
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APPLICATION (to be completed by the CRE Candidate) 
Name   Date   

 
Address   

 
Phone (home)   (mobile)   

 
Email  Date of birth   

 
Church or Agency  If PCUSA, Presbytery   

 
Pastor’s name   Phone   Email   

 
Date received into membership  Date Ordained as Ruling Elder   
Education History: 

School  Years Attending  Degree & Major   

 
Current Occupation   

 
Brief Essay Questions: (attach to application on separate sheet) 

� Why are you applying to this program? 

� What gifts and skills do you bring to being a CRE (languages, education, experience etc.). 

� In what areas do you feel you need further preparation in being an effective church leader? 

� Write a brief one page statement of your personal faith. 

� Write a brief one-page personal biographical history 

References: Please list the names of two references who are not immediate family members and can comment 
on your gift of ministry as a leader in the church. 

Name  Relationship   

Address   Phone    



Application Form CRE-1A 

Commissioned Ruling Elder to Particular Pastoral Service 
(known as Commissioned Pastor or CP in the PCUSA Book of Order) 
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Name  Relationship   

Address   Phone    

I hereby authorize the CRE/CP program committee to contact the above people as to my suitability for this 
program. 

Signature:  Date:   

Email your completed application to: Neal@sanjosepby.org QUESTIONS 

AND FURTHER INFORMATION 
Contact Executive Presbyter, The Rev. Dr. Neal D. Presa, 

Neal@sanjopsepby.org, (408) 763-5004 or Stated Clerk, The Rev. 
Erica Rader, Erica@sanjosepby.org  

mailto:Neal@sanjosepby.org
mailto:Neal@sanjopsepby.org
mailto:Erica@sanjosepby.org


Application Form CRE-1B 

Commissioned Ruling Elder to Particular Pastoral Service 
(known as Commissioned Pastor or CP in the PCUSA Book of Order) 
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SUPERVISING PASTOR'S STATEMENT 
Must be a Minister of Word and Sacrament in the PCUSA and within the Presbytery of San Jose 

 
 is applying to become part of the Commissioned Ruling 
Elder to Particular Pastoral Service (CRE) equipping program. This program is designed to provide basic tools 
for ministry and training for people who have displayed a level of maturity and commitment and who see 
further training in pastoral roles of leadership and ministry. Your approval and recommendation are 
prerequisites for enrollment in this training program. Please comment on the following areas. (Please use extra 
sheets as needed) 

� Comment on this candidate's level of commitment to his/her local congregation. 

� List the areas of candidate's involvement in the church. 

� Comment on this candidate's leadership abilities. 

� What makes this person a good candidate for this training program? 

� What are areas of growth for this candidate for leadership in the church? 

� Comment on any needs that might require special attention during the training of this candidate. 

� Other comments. 

 
Supervising Pastor’s Name   

 
Signature  Date   

Address   
 

Telephone (work)  (mobile)   
 

Email  Church or Agency   
 

 

Complete and Email to: Neal@sanjosepby.org 

 

mailto:Neal@sanjosepby.org
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Commissioned Ruling Elder to Particular Pastoral Service 
(known as Commissioned Pastor or CP in the PCUSA Book of Order) 
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QUESTIONS AND FURTHER INFORMATION 
 

Contact Executive Presbyter, The Rev. Dr. Neal D. Presa, 
Neal@sanjopsepby.org, (408) 763-5004 or Stated Clerk, The Rev. 

Erica Rader, Erica@sanjosepby.org  

mailto:Neal@sanjopsepby.org
mailto:Erica@sanjosepby.org
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Application Form CRE-1C 

Commissioned Ruling Elder to Particular Pastoral Service 
(known as Commissioned Pastor or CP in the PCUSA Book of Order) 

SESSION RECOMMENDATION & COVENANT WITH CRE 
 
 

The Session of  , on   

discussed and approved the recommendation of   

for admission to the Commissioned Ruling Elder to Particular Pastoral Service (CRE) Equipping 

Program of the Presbytery of San Jose 

The Session and Supervising Pastor have discussed the role of a CRE and the anticipated position for 
ministry in this congregation with the candidate. The Session has assessed the candidate's spiritual 
maturity and gifts for ministry and feel that this candidate is being called by God to prepare for service 
in this ministry position. 

The Session and Supervising Pastor understand and accept the obligation to provide support to this 
candidate in the following areas: 

 Spiritual support and encouragement praying regularly for the candidate 
 Financial support in the following amounts” 

Books     
Tuition    
Other    

 Give opportunities to fulfill directed experiential learning assignments with the congregation 
 Other   

 
Signatures: 
Clerk of Session  Date  

Phone  Email     

Moderator of Session   Date   

Phone  Email   
 

 

Complete and Email to: Neal@sanjosepby.org



Planning Form CRE-2A 
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Commissioned Ruling Elder to Particular Pastoral Service 
(known as Commissioned Pastor or CP in the PCUSA Book of Order) 

INITIAL DESCRIPTION OF POSSIBLE CRE/CP MINISTRY POSITION 
This CRE pastoral position description can be generated by a Session seeking a CRE to fulfill unmet needs 
of a congregation or as a response to gifts of a possible candidate to serve the church where the 
candidate's gifts and the congregation’s needs complement each other. This description of the ministry could 
change during the training of a candidate for the ministry. 

 

This position will provide ministry at     
Name of CRE candidate   
Description of ministry needs   

 

 

How the congregation will support the work of the CRE?   
 

 

(Please attach additional information on separate sheet) 

Job responsibilities might include: 

 Worship Leadership  Discipleship  *Administer Baptism 
 Preaching  Housing/Homelessness  *Administer Communion 
 Pastoral Care  Immigration/Advocacy  *Moderate Session 
 Administration  Incarceration/Advocacy  *Perform Marriage 
 Christian Education  Racial Justice  
 Evangelism  Orphan/Foster Care  
 New Church Development   
 Other   

 
*The Presbytery must explicitly commission a CRE to these activities during the approval process: 
Administer the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord's Supper, moderate the Session, and perform a Christian 
marriage (when invited by the session and allowed by the State of California) 
The CRE's supervisor will be:   

(ordinarily Moderator of the Session but must be a Minister of Word and Sacrament) 
Signatures: 

Supervisor   Date:   

CRE Program Liaison   Date:   

 

Complete and Email to: Neal@sanjosepby.org
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Commissioned Ruling Elder to Particular Pastoral Service 
(known as Commissioned Pastor or CP in the PCUSA Book of Order) 

EDUCATIONAL/PRACTICAL REQUIREMENTS 
 

Coursework: Training to be commissioned as a CRE includes coursework in a variety of disciplines to fully 
equip a CRE candidate as a ministry practitioner of the Presbyterian/Reformed tradition. The specific set of 
classes that will be required for the CRE candidate will fulfill will be tailored to the specific needs of the 
ministry to which they will be commissioned. The CRE candidate, together with their liaison and the CRE 
Subcommittee, will jointly discuss and determine the specific set of educational requirements, as well as any 
internship, externship, or practical learning modalities as needed. The following are some of the classes that 
might be considered: 

 

1. Theology 
 Reformed Theology 

 Reformed Worship/Sacraments 

 Theological Ethics 

 Missional Ecclesiology 

 

2. Biblical Studies and Comparative Religions 
 Hermeneutics 

 Overview of the Bible 

 Biblical Exegesis 

 Comparative Religions 

3. Practical Ministry 
 *Multi-Cultural Church Leadership 

 Community-Based Mission 

 Organizational Leadership 

 Liturgy Development 

 Finance/Administration 

 

4. Pastoral Care and Ministry 
 *PCUSA Church Polity 

 Pastoral Counseling 

 Pastoral Self-Care 

 Peacemaking and Conflict Resolution 

 Homiletics 

 

 Other   

Directed Experiential Learning 
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In the space below, please provide the Educational/Practical requirements agreed upon between the 
CRE candidate, liaison, and the CRE Subcommittee 

 

 

Signatures: 

Supervisor   Date:   

CRE Program Liaison   Date:   

Complete and Email to: Neal@sanjosepby.org 

mailto:pkarzino@comcast.net
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Commissioning Form CRE-3A 
 

Commissioned Ruling Elder to Particular Pastoral Service 
(known as Commissioned Pastor or CP in the PCUSA Book of Order) 

TERMS OF APPOINTMENT & COVENANT WITH CRE 
 

Name of Candidate  Date of Session or Board action   
 

This commission will provide ministry at   (community served) 

Terms of the Commission (up to three years)     
(begins) (ends) 

Short Job Description   
 

 

 

Job responsibilities might include: 
 Worship Leadership  Discipleship 
 Preaching (how often  )  Housing/Homelessness 
 Pastoral Care  Immigration/Advocacy 
 Administration  Incarceration/Advocacy 
 Christian Education  Racial Justice 
 Evangelism  Orphan/Foster Care 
 New Church Development 
 Other:   

 
Request for authority granted by presbytery for Commissioned Pastor to: 

 Administer the Sacrament of Baptism 
 Administer the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper 
 Moderate the Session, when invited 
 Perform a Service of Christian Marriage (when invited by the session and allowed by the state of California) 

 

The CRE's supervisor is  (must be Minister of Word and Sacrament) 

Signatures: 
CRE Applicant    Date    

Clerk of Session      Date    

Supervisor    Date    

Executive Presbyter/Stated Clerk    Date   

Date of Examination by the CRE Subcommittee     

Date of Presbytery Approval of the Administrative Commission    

Date of Commissioning of CRE (the Commissioning Service)   

Complete and Email to: Neal@sanjosepby.org

mailto:pkarzino@comcast.net


Commissioning Form CRE-3C 

Commissioned Ruling Elder to Particular Pastoral Service 
(known as Commissioned Pastor or CP in the PCUSA Book of Order) 
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TERMS OF APPOINTMENT & COVENANT WITH CRE 
(OTHER DETAILS OF COMMISSION) 

 

Name of Church Agency   

Name of CRE   

This covenant has been reviewed and approved by the Session or responsible agency board and 
reviewed by the CRE Subcommittee and its agents. This relationship may be terminated prior to its 
expiration with 30 days’ notice by the CRE or Session/Board with concurrence of the CRE 
Subcomittee or Committee on Ministry. 
Time expectations (per week or month)   

Specific days of ministry (if applicable)   

Reimbursement plans 

Salary or stipend  

Travel reimbursement @   cents per mile 

Other ministry cost reimbursement     

Book allowance     

Vacation time   

Continuing education allowance   

Continuing education time     

Other compensation (if applicable)   

Medical coverage (if applicable)   

SIGNATURES 

CRE  Date   

Clerk of Session or Board  Date   

Executive Presbyter/Stated Clerk   Date   



Commissioning Form CRE-3C 

Commissioned Ruling Elder to Particular Pastoral Service 
(known as Commissioned Pastor or CP in the PCUSA Book of Order) 
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PLANS FOR CRE COMMISSIONING 
 

Name  Date   
Details for Commissioning Service (This service should take place other than Sunday morning 
so that members of Presbytery may attend.) 

Zoom Link or Physical Location    

Date  Time   Will Communion be served?   

Proposed Administrative Commission (The following have agreed to serve) 

Moderator of Presbytery or Designee (Teaching or Ruling Elder?)   

Teaching Elder and Church   

Teaching Elder and Church   

Teaching Elder and Church (if needed)   

Ruling Elder and Church   

Ruling Elder and Church   

Ruling Elder and Church (if needed)   

 
For an Administrative Commission the Presbytery of San Jose requires a minimum of 6 
members (3 teaching elders, 3 ruling elders), and all must be members of the Presbytery of San 
Jose. Teaching Elders and Ruling Elders must be from different congregations. Teaching elders 
who are honorably retired and who are members of the Presbytery of San Jose may also serve 
on the Administrative Commission.  Teaching elders who are members of another presbytery 
but who reside within the geographical bounds of the Presbytery of San Jose may serve on the 
Administrative Commission as corresponding members. 

 
The current Moderator of Presbytery or his/her/their designee presides as Moderator of the 
Administrative Commission and is part of the required 5 members. It is the candidate’s 
responsibility to contact the members to serve. Inclusivity is expected with regard to 
representation as to congregations, gender, ethnicity, age, etc. 

 
 
 



Commissioning Form CRE-3C 

Commissioned Ruling Elder to Particular Pastoral Service 
(known as Commissioned Pastor or CP in the PCUSA Book of Order) 
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One month before the Presbytery meeting where the Candidate is presented, he/she /they will 
need to turn in the a one-page Statement of Faith and one-page Biographical History. These 
versions of the Statement of Faith and Bio will be the final form after meeting for examination 
with the CRE Subcommittee and COM. 

Complete and Email to:  Neal@sanjosepby.org



Continuing Development Form CRE-
4A 

Commissioned Ruling Elder to Particular Pastoral Service 
(known as Commissioned Pastor or CP in the PCUSA Book of Order) 
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CRE First year Growth Objectives and Program Review 

 check box if new information on the form 

Name:   Date:   
 

Address:  

 

Telephone (home):  (mobile):  

 

Email address:   Congregation name and city:  
 

Date of Commissioning:  Number of Years:  Last Annual Review:  

 
Growth Objectives for the coming year (about one paragraph for each question) 

� Educational (classes to take, books to read, etc.) 

� Spiritual Development (working with a spiritual director, the practice of spiritual disciplines, etc.) 
� Interpersonal Development (time with family/friends, small groups attended, etc.) 

� Personal Development (exercise, vacation time, eating well, etc.) 

� Professional Development (plans for future, classes taken, conferences to attend, etc.) 

 
CRE Preparation Experience (about one paragraph for each question) 

� What classes were most valuable to you and why? 

� What classes were least valuable and why? 

� How well were you supported/mentored by your Church and the CRE Program? 

� How can we improve upon the CRE equipping program? 

� Do you have any additional classes to suggest or instructors to recommend? 

� What are your plans for renewal of commissioning when the time comes? 

 
Additional Comments: What else would you like us to know? 

 
Complete and Email to: Neal@sanjosepby.org  

For questions or information contact your liaison 

mailto:Neal@sanjosepby.org
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Appendix A 
 

Commissioned Ruling Elder to Particular Pastoral Service 
(known as Commissioned Pastor or CP in The Presbytery of San Jose) 

Guidance for your brief statement of faith 

 
As you prepare for your examination to be commissioned as a CRE you will need to 
present a short Statement of Faith. Your Statement should no more than one page 
long and include the list of topics below. This list is not comprehensive but it is 
helpful to include them. We encourage you to be creative and let “you” shine 
through. We want your statement to be personal, to clearly be your own, not to be 
trite or a “cookie cutter” Statement of Faith. That being said, below are a list of topics you 
should include. 

 
The CRE Subcommittee, your liaison, your supervisor, and your support network 
will help you look at your statement of faith and make suggestions where needed. 
Your one-page Statement of Faith and your one-page biography (a separate 
document) will be included with the documents that go to the Committee on Ministry 
when your commissioning is approved. 

 
Here are some topics that you should include. 

• The Trinity 
• God 
• Jesus Christ 
• The Holy Spirit 
• The Bible 
• The Church, its nature and mission 
• Sin/brokenness 
• Forgiveness/Reconciliation 
• Salvation 
• The Sacraments 
• Eschatology – that part of theology concerned with death, judgement, and 

the final destiny of the soul and humankind, the in-breaking of God’s 
promise in the present 

These topics can be woven into others and don’t have to be fully examined. Lean on 
us as needed with developing your brief statement of faith. 
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Annual Report from Stated Clerk 
 
Manual of Administrative Operations 
 
The Presbytery of San Jose has documents which form the Manual of Administration 
and are available at https://sanjosepby.org/policies 
 
• Standing Rules, revised Sep 24 2022 
• PS-1 PT-6 Minimum Terms of Call, Nov 2024 
• PS-2 Annual Review of Compensation 
• PS-3 Job Description Performance Review 
• PS-4 Part-Time Pastors 
• PS-5 Tentmaking Ministry 
• PS-6 Use of Study Leave 
• PS-7 Sabbaticals 
• PS-8 Family Care Leave 
• PS-9 Medical Leave 
• PS-10 Employment Rights for Chaplains 
• PS-11 PT-1 Dissolving Pastoral Relationships 
• PT-1 PS-11 Dissolving Pastoral Relationships 
• PT-2 Relationship Between Congregations and Former Pastors 
• PT-3 Interim Pastors, Nov 2021 
• PT-3a Appendix A 
• PT-3b Appendix B 
• PT-4 Pastor and Associate Pastor Nominating Process 
• PT-5 Equal Employment Opportunity in Ministry 
• PT-6 PS-1 Minimum Terms of Call, Nov 2021 
• PT-7 Receiving Clergy from other Denominations 
• PT-8 PNC, APNC Liaison, Nov 2021 
• ML-1 Minister Members-at-Large 
• ML-2 Validated Ministries 
• ML-3 EC-4 Ministers Not Related to Congregation 
• HR-1 The Receipt of Honorable Retired Ministers 
• HR-2 Presbytery’s Relationship to Its Retired Ministers 
• HR-3 Pastor Emeritus 
• HR-4 ML-4 Parish Associates 
• EC-1 Ethical Conduct for Ordained Officers 
• EC-2 Sexual Misconduct Prevention, amended Nov 2018 
• EC-3 Misconduct Reporting Procedure 
• EC-4 ML-3 Ministers Not Related to Congregation 
• EC-5 Use of Title Minister 
• EC-6 Life Threatening Illnesses 
 
The Presbytery utilizes the Synod of the Pacific for payroll and personnel services and 
has adopted the personnel policies of the Synod which can be found here: 
https://synodpacific.org/synod-administrative-manual/ 

https://sanjosepby.org/policies
https://synodpacific.org/synod-administrative-manual/
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Insurance Coverage 
 
The Presbytery of San Jose has insured property and liability through the Insurance 
Board. As the Insurance Board doesn’t insure watercraft, the “Salty Sheep” catamaran 
is insured with a specialty broker, Markel American Insurance. 
 
Financial Review 
 
We have had a successful review of our financial statements for 2023 completed by SD 
Mayer Accountants in October 2024 with no adverse or unusual items noted.  
 
Review of Presbytery Minutes 
 
The minutes of the Presbytery of San Jose have been reviewed by the Synod of the 
Pacific up to and including the May 2024 meeting. 
 
Permanent Judicial Commission 
 
There are no judicial actions to report. 
 
Current and Former PJC Members, as of October 2024 
 
 
Costanzo, Brenda  Los Gatos  RE 2030 
Franzen, Bryan  Westminster, SJ TE 2030 
Esterline, Jane  At large  TE 2029 (resigned-move) 
Burgess, David  Westminster  RE 2028 
Gibson, Diana  At large  TE 2028     
Bennett, Jim   At large  TE 2026 
Mihm, Eileen   St. Andrew  RE 2026     
Finkle, Ned   Los Gatos  RE 2024 
Peake, Mark   First, Monterey TE 2024     
Reynolds, Lizanne  Covenant  RE 2022 
Stock, Stephen  Los Gatos  RE 2022 
Burgess, David  Westminster  RE 2020 
Gibson, Diana  At large  TE 2020 
Rogers, Barbara  Westview  RE 2020     
Bowles, Bob   HR   TE 2018 
Kwon, Young K  HR   TE 2018     
Henry, Ken   Stone   TE 2018     
Johnson, John  Gilroy   RE 2016 
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Investigative Committee Pool (Each member serves one 6 year term) 
 
Barraca, Jason  Lincoln Ave  TE 2030 
Swanson, Nan  HR   TE 2030 
McAnelly, Anne  St. Andrew  TE 2028 
Hamm, Claudia  Stone   RE 2028 
Iyer, Mohan   First, Palo Alto RE 2026 
May, Charlie   Trinity, SC  RE  2026 
Vickrey, Barry  Sunnyvale  RE 2024 
Barclay, Annanda  At-large   TE 2024 
Macway, Evie  HR   TE 2024 
 
 
 
Report on Members of Continuing Administrative Commissions 
 

Watsonville AC: Regarding the property and resources from the former UPC 
Watsonville 
 
Denise Martin, RE, Gilroy (Chair) 
Charlie May, RE, Trinity SJ (resigned Nov 2024 due to move) 
Cory Pena, RE, First Monterey 
Trevor Van Laar, TE, Gilroy 
Samantha Evans, TE, validated min (resigned Nov 2024 due to move) 
Lizanne Reynolds, RE, Covenant 
Dan Hoffman TE, Westview  

 
 

Downtown San Jose Urban Ministry AC: Regarding the reinvestment of the 
property and resources from the former First Presbyterian San Jose into 
downtown urban ministry. 
 
Sharon Rowser, RE, Foothill (Chair) 
Carolyn Rosen, RE, Los Gatos 
Steve Nelson, RE, Stone 
Don Choi, TE, at-large 
Jenni Bales, TE, validated ministry 

 
 
 
 



Minister rolls recorded with PC(USA)  Annual Report from Stated Clerk  

 
Call to Stated Meeting of Presbytery of San Jose - November 23, 2024 
 

 
  61  

Name   OGA code Church Name/Status 

Vincent Arishvara 101 Trinity Presbyterian, San Jose 

William Jack Cabaness 101 Covenant Presbyterian, Palo Alto 

Kimberlee Dorr-Tilley 101 First Mountain View 

Diane Ford 101 Trinity Presbyterian, Santa Cruz 

Bryan Franzen 101 Westminister, San Jose 

Tae Jin Hahn 101 Daesung, Sunnyvale 

Thomas C Harris 101 First Presbyterian Palo Alto 

Daniel J Hoffman 101 Westview, Watsonville 

Hardy H Kim 101 Sunnyvale Presbyterian 

William R Lane 101 Gonzales Presbyterian 

Ting-Yin Lee 101 Taiwanese American Presbyterian, San Jose 

Anne H McAnelly 101 St. Andrew, Aptos 

Jospeh Hwang Park 101 El Estero, Monterey 

Mark S Peake 101 First Presbyterian Monterey 

Andrew Harp Rausch 101 Northminister, Salinas 

Joseph Sohn 101 Cornerstone, San Jose 

Erik Swanson 101 Westhope, Saratoga 

Deborah Lee Troester 101 Santa Teresa Hills, San Jose 

Trevor Van Laar 101/108 Gilroy /  San Martin (supply) 

David G Watermulder 101 Los Gatos 

Andrew Yung-An Wong 101 Foothill Community, San Jose 

Lindsay Anne Woods 101 Foothill Community, San Jose 

Dennis G Woodsmall 101 First Santa Clara 

James Monroe Potts 103 First Presbyterian Monterey 

Erica Marie Rader 193/303 Los Gatos-designated Assoc Pastor/ Presbytery 
Stated Clerk 

Jason Barraca 108/751 Lincoln Ave Salinas/ Army Chaplain 

Neneth Omaque Ross 108 Westminister, San Jose 

Stephanie Lutz Allen 299 Honorably Retired 

James Bender 299 Honorably Retired 
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Byron L Bland 299 Honorably Retired 

Elizabeth T Boatwright 299 Honorably Retired 

Margaret Boles 299 Honorably Retired 

Timothy R Boyer 299 Honorably Retired 

H Dale Bracey 299 Honorably Retired 

Edward E Breeden 299 Honorably Retired 

John S Bristol 299 Honorably Retired 

Richard J Dosker 299 Honorably Retired 

George Doyal 299 Honorably Retired 

Ted Esaki 299 Honorably Retired 

David Esterline 299 Honorably Retired 

Thomas Gardner 299 Honorably Retired 

David C Hansen 299 Honorably Retired 

Nancy Harrington 299 Honorably Retired 

William R Harvey 299 Honorably Retired 

Mark Hollingsworth 299 Honorably Retired 

Stephen C Hsieh 299 Honorably Retired 

Judith Joy 299 Honorably Retired 

Kyung Jae Kim 299 Honorably Retired 

Insik Kim 299 Honorably Retired 

Young Han Kim 299 Honorably Retired 

David Kwang Kim 299 Honorably Retired 

Stephen D Knowles 299 Honorably Retired 

Young Bai Kwon 299 Honorably Retired 

Joseph Shu Lin Lee 299 Honorably Retired 

R Charles Lewis 299 Honorably Retired 

Jack Clayton Longley 299 Honorably Retired 

Brian Lyke 299 Honorably Retired 

Evelyn Bolin Macway 299 Honorably Retired 

David William McCreath 299 Honorably Retired 

Bruce Menser 299 Honorably Retired 
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George V Minerva 299 Honorably Retired 

Edward G Momrow 299 Honorably Retired 

Stephen Norman 299 Honorably Retired 

Karla J Norton 299 Honorably Retired 

Marjorie D Palmer 299 Honorably Retired 

Brian Dn Person 299 Honorably Retired 

James C Raines 299 Honorably Retired 

Bruce Rowlison 299 Honorably Retired 

Lyle D Schmidt 299 Honorably Retired 

Melchizedek M Solis 299 Honorably Retired 

Richard L Spencer 299 Honorably Retired 

Nan Crawford Swanson 299 Honorably Retired 

Heihachiro Takarabe 299 Honorably Retired 

Martha H Thorson 299 Honorably Retired 

Andrew Lengchen Tsai 299 Honorably Retired 

Marvalee Anne Tyler 299 Honorably Retired 

Lawrence C Vilardo 299 Honorably Retired 

Darrell W Yeaney 299 Honorably Retired 

Robert Olson 301 Organizing Pastor, Watsonville 

Neal Dionida Presa 302 Executive Presbyter 

Joong-Won Peter Kim 503 Associate Pastor other denomination 

Duncan Hanson 565 Ecumenical non-denominational  

James Brinks Bennett 644 Educational Institution Faculty 

Diana Clara Gibson 644 Educational Institution Faculty 

Karen Peterson-Iyer 644 Educational Institution Faculty 

I Sil Yoon 644 Educational Institution Faculty 

Douglass Mcleod Crocker 648 University Student 

Jennifer Bales 701 Chaplain serving institution 

Ruth En-Jen Kuo 701 Chaplain serving institution 

Chris Williams 701 Chaplain serving institution 

Christopher   Hansen 761 Navy Chaplain 
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Ryan Althaus 791 Validated Ministry/NWC 

Annanda Barclay 791 Validated Ministry 

Samantha Lynn Evans 791 Validated Ministry 

Paul Fullmer 791 Validated Ministry 

John M Burke 797 At Large 

Dong Ho Choi 797 At Large 

Kathleen Eschen-Pipes 797 At Large 

Karin Hejmanowski 797 At Large 

Lemuel F Ignacio 797 At Large 

Sung Hoon Kim 797 At Large 

Taelor Tae Kim 797 At Large 

Han Ho Kim 797 At Large 

David Mosgofian Koeker 797 At Large 

Sharon LeClaire 797 At Large 

Frederick Lee 797 At Large 

Jae Guen Lee 797 At Large 

Molly  Logan 797 At Large 

Stella Matusiewicz 797 At Large 

Katheryn Anne McGinnis 797 At Large 

James Oliver Nelson 797 At Large 

Marjorie L Pearson 797 At Large 

Lee Purkey 797 At Large 

Bruce S Reyes-Chow 797 At Large 

Craig Scott Roberts 797 At Large 

Kenton W Smith 797 At Large 

Andrew Yoo 797 At Large 
    

101- Pastor/Co-Pastor 
103- Associate Pastor 
108- Supply or Temp (yearly contract) 
193- Designated Pastor/Associate 
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